Quotes from some reviews of the original 1971 edition

“Campbell offers an important statement on a phenomenon
which remains indefensibly obscure to many sociologists
of religion.”

Journal For the Scientific Study of Religion

“This brave pioneer study is well done, the groundwork has
been laid and the territory mapped out. His writing is clear
and crisp and refreshingly free of the fashionable claptrap
of come sociological writers...shrewd comments abound.”
The Sociological Review

“This slim volume may have broken the apparent taboo
preventing “the serious study of the social phenomenon
of the rejection of religion.”...Campbell’s pioneering study
will surely set the tone for much subsequent work... [as it]
makes it possible to study irreligion in its own right, and to
treat religion as a residual.”

Contemporary Sociology

“Perhaps a sociology of irreligion does lie ahead, propa-
gated by analysis such as this.”
Review of Religious Research

“Dr Campbell’s work is...to be welcomed for his clear pre-
sentation and general lucidity.... With the publication of
this book the subject (irreligion) comes of age.”

The Freethinker

“Dr Campbell has chanced his arm in opening up a difficult
new subject in a lively and stimulating way, and we can all
be grateful.”

The Guardian
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